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Heroic Poems hevé a juft Pretence 


To claim the wemok Suérch xf Human Senfe. 
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mage TASTE for Epic Poetry -being 







ORS of a Martial Difpofition, \eislets 
AN a Wonder than ee ‘to ‘find it 
Snot much cultivated, or encou- 
staged in'a trading Nation+—Yet, 
m ‘as there {eems a Time approach- 
PPO ing, when the TRuMPET will 
be fajbionable Mufick, It can-neither de a ulelefs‘nor 
‘Entertainment, if 1 borrow a Difcour/e 
ghis Subje from the Author of an unpublifhed 
Foon, of the Epic Species, an Epifode whereof 1 
gave my Readers, in a former Prompter. 
nis cantiot be improper; becatife the Age we 
ive in, without much Regard to ment, ia 
has fo profafely overflow’d im the Practice, 
in comumon Accepration, It feems reduc’d to 
Idea of 2 certain Mufical Cadence of Words : or, 
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‘Plain Common Senfe, rais’d to Harmony, by Nuva 


bers. : , 
I wonder that the Gentlemen of this Faculty, fince 
y have feldom Beeri found lefs vaim than was ne- 
ary, ‘have fubmitted to reft fatisfied, under the 


fojuftice of fo apparent a Leffewing. — APorr, 


‘@onfider'd in this Light, were fo contemptible a 
“Creature, that he muit give Place to a PIPER; 


whohas, unqueftionably; the Power of raifing Sounds 


more melodious, tari any Adjufter of Words can be 


ii Of ing. wild 
HE, Trade i This Dudility of Numbers, which 


many of our Silken Judges are fo kind to, undef the 
Name of Soft Writing, is but a Part of the Means, . 


miftaken for the End—It was made ufe of, as a 
Vehicle, by the firff Divine Poets, to convey the 
Bitternefs of Inffruétion, with the Honey of Delight. 
(The Reader will allow a Peet, whofe Profeffion it 


is, or fhon'd be, to prefcribe for the Mitd, to talk, 


2 little like a Doffor). [ts Intereft in the Ear gave 
it Entrance to the Heart: and the gilded Pill, once 
{wallow’d, diffolu’d there, at Leifure ; and gtadually 
evail’d, againft thofe Diftempers of the Will, which, 
t for the bs ior Difgnife it came cOncéal’d in, it 
never able to approach, with Advantage: 
¢ being a Reluctance in our Natute, which ri/es 
againft Reproof, as in our Tatte, apgainft Phyfick; 
When prefented us, #00 coar/ely. 
So far all was well: but this Witchetaft of Soft- 
ne(s expos'd the Art, by Degrees, to the anation 
Of the Ignorant. Every Body becattie able to imi- 
e the Dance of the Numbers: atid Few took the 
ains to look deep enough for a Messing. Glad 
Were Young Adventurers to find the pled[awteft Patt 
the Eafie? ; and, fo, in Procefs of Titne, this Hand- 
meid of Poetry fupplanted fet Mifire/s: , as the 
Weacherous Mayors of the Palacé, tty France, fate 
them down is the Thtone, which they were defigt’d 
but as Servants to. pr ES 
AN Epic Poet is f call’é from a Greek Wotd 
fignifies SpRaKinG ; becmife the Poet, here, 
Peaks, and telares F hings, in. his owt Perfor, eon 
Ned to the Dramatic, ot Stage Poems, which take 
t Name from 4 Word if the fate Tonigtie, that 
Ppriaes Acris. I thal define Whar it is, Became 
Mar Crrricks have repreiented it as an Under- 
taking fo formidable, that One wou'd be apt to ima- 
Ee them engag'd in a Confederacy fo jaare Met 
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m™ Oneof the natural Confequences - 






from writing ‘at all, inftedd of fuitnithing Tdttucions, 
how to crite, with Difterimeit:—To make out, this 
Charge, we fhall‘néed exdthine’ btir Oe Witiefsi;’ 
{ince He will be fourid in the Géniral Stufe ' his 
ee antee the on ‘OF i ipleat <47¢°of” 
oetry, publith ’dabout Eighteen or T wetiry ¥ cars fince. ’ 
“ "THE Epic Poem, ra this Grendlemen, js, in the’ 
“ Opinion of Voffius, Rapin, aed’ Piike of Buck 
“ ingham, the Greaett ‘and troft Noble in Posy. 
“ Te is, fays Repth, the Greate Work ‘that himin - 
“ Wit’ is capable of. All the Nobletels,: and ‘aft 
“ the Elevation Of the fot pétfeét Genins car. 
“ hardly fuffice ‘to form drie fuch, as is tetntifite 
“ The Difficulty of finding together, Parry 2 
“ Fudgmert, West of Imigination, and Sobriety of 
“ Reafon,' Precipitation of Spirit, and Solidity of’ 
“ Mind, ‘caiifes the Rarity of ‘this Charactet’s happy 
“ Tempetimerit. fe requires Sreat Images, and” yer 
“ a greater Wit to form them. Finally, there mutt’ 
“ be a J fo folid, a Difcernment fo eXqui- 
“ fite, fuch perfeet Knowledge in the Language in 
“* which he writes, Much obftinate Study, prokexind 
“ Meditatio&, arid vatt Capacity, thar fcarce whole. 
“ Ages cam produce one Genius fit for ah Epic’ 
“ Poem. And it is an Enterprize fo bold, that it 
“ cannot fall into a wife Mati’s Thoughts, but it 
“ mutt affright Him,” : 3 
Tue fait Stroke of this, Paragraph roakes it we- 


ceffary for a Atremprer of Epic Poetry, unlefs Ke 


wou'd lie whdér the Mortification of fppoting hiny- 
felf extluded from the Nuthber of this Aljthor’s 
Wife-Men, to Yay fornething caricerning the Confti- 
tution Of his Sujet. Under this View f att ihelin’d 
to efideavour a nition OF the Epic Post, and 2° 
fhort Explaiation of the Patts of thar Definition, ih 4 
maninef, Which difemhbartafling the Art of Critici/m, 
frotii the Fargon of its Terins, may lay it Open to the 
sere ag te Reader, and demonitrate that the 

nee wWever confidetable, is by tio means {6 
infuperable, as thefe Geritleineh ‘t 


efent it, J 
miift Venture to cofifels myfelf fot alrogerhet fatif- 
fied with what has beech Written on this Head, ever 
by Ariftotle hitnfelf, and much Jefs by his Commen- 
tators, ancient, of rhodern. Thelr Sy/fewis et 
fo me, in many Particulats, too minute, aid refttic 
tive ; afd in others again, as much too loffe ind 
excutfive ; all which ha to them from a Bialy'd 
Compliancé With thé Practice of two or thtee great 
Names, ta whofe Exainple they are for hitig 
down habe ts whére their Pocts have moft yi- 


fibly relingsi/B'd her. — affect alfo 4 wedarifome 
citeutnftasitial Pomp of Waiting, to difplay their 
own Diterathte; and, lik¢ Horfes too much pam- 
pet’d, and protid to be curbetting, taife ftich Clouds 
ef learned all about ’em, that wé difceth 10> 
fhing Clearly, but that they afe too fill of Mefrl¢ 
ts fe of a Traveller. ‘i st Oia 
nC Dippers ito Poetry, at le of its 
Profeffors too, have been mifled by oir Spencer's 
Fairy Dactn, the Eaglifp Tranflation of Or /4ida Fu- 
riofe, and other, Ttahan, French, and Spavifh Wri- 


tefs, of rhote Fancy than Judgment, to miftaké for 
E pie few any ale weit im Vetie, containing @ 
long Series of Romantic Adventures, related of fome 
Hero, who gives Name to the Compofition: Bur, 
thefe ate fcafce two Things it Nature, whicli differ, 
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ey 


gra} Verifications. wa } 4 
“ AN Epic Poem is fome noble amd particular 





© Infiruttion in Moraltey, “tp she ; pf 


henfion, under Shadow of fome 
“ Aéion, feign’d, of réal ; “which 
 Dlluftrious, and I t, in Ief 


x >and its Per- 
inter and-Hell, in itsSuccef- 
be 


<.-enifodes, ornamentally depending on, 
6 naturally out of, it. But, in the Management of 
+ this Story, and of all the Parts, which compofe 
“ it, the Poet is never to have other. View before 
“ him, but~to ftrengthen, by the Perfuafion and 
re rity-of ExaMPie, That one moral Leffon, 
_ © which he is defirous to imprint on. the Mind of 
"his Readers.” ee i 
To explain the Definition by enlatging its Par- 
ticulars:—A- Man,;- who-refolves to undertake Epic 


Poetry, is mot to write a Hiftory, but to propa- — 


ate a Moral. Homer, for’ Example, conceiv’d 

ch 2 Debgp ; it was not. his Intention to write 
the Story of Achilles, ot the Conqueft of Troy, 
This-had already been done by the Hif/torians, and 
cou’d, have contain’d nothing mew; but the Pleafure 
of Verfe. Now, .Pleafure was none of his End, 
who .aim’d at ufeful Infruétion, and fought fome 
powerful Means a infinuating to the Greeks, who 
were {plit into little indépendent free.States, and as 
fattious as Englifhb Mén, that Diffention, among 
Friends, gives Advantage to Enemies, and that this 
can never be recover’d, but byUnity and Concord.— 
The Victory over Troy was, at that Time, difcours’d 
of, among the Grecians, with much Vanity and De- 
light, asa Coiiqueft, which had caft a General Glor 

on their Country. Homer judicioufly fell in. wit 


this Humour; and forming fuch a Story, as might, 


ferve to give Example to the Moral he wou'd incuk 
cate, borrowed Names and Events from the Lead- 
ers, and dark traditional Rumours of that War, and 
fo Compos’d his Ilias for Conveyance of his Moraf. 
+This may ferve as an Example, what is meant, int 
the Definition, by fome noble and ufeful. Inftructiox 
itz Morality. —- tiad Homer been born fome Time 
after, when Alexander’s Arms fhone, fo Glorious, 
and all Greece became One Monarchy, it is probable, 
that his Moral wou’d then have been, The irrefiftable 
Influence of Power in awife and a brave apnepet 
Hand; and what Benefits accrue to good Subjects 


by Courage, and Loyalty ; as we fee, that Virgil, 
. , lican Syftem 
of the Romans gave Place to:the Monarchical, made: , /é 


who liv’d in a Time, when the Repub 


it the End of his xeis, to: reconcile his Country- 
men to the Single Power of Auguftus, under Fic- 
tion of a Prince, brave, wife, and. pious, who, .be- 
ing directed and favour’d by the Gods, e blith’d a 


new Empire, againft all Oppofition, out of the Ruins 


of an old One. -From that new Empire; which he. 
Romans, who wete-his Readers, . 


writ of, thofe. v 
deriv’d all their Glory ; fo that it was Eafy to induce. 
them, upon a Suppofition. of Heaven's Will, to ex- 
pect the fame Bleffings from this ew ‘Change. of 


GovERNMENT, which they ‘had experienc’d from: 


their Anceftors o/d Change of Country. ‘ 
To imprefs the Moral, forcibly, on the Readers 


pepectenon fome Aion, (that is, fome Story) is. 
u 


ppos’d, and related; the fole Intent whereof muft 


be, to point out.an‘ Inftance, ‘in as ,ftrong Lights as , 
ttible. Moral .is , made good, by . 


ffible, where this very | 

xample. — This Action mult be fuitable ; that is, 
it fhould be capable Decay , eafily, and be- 
comingly, the Incidents, which muft be wrought in- 
to it, for producing the | le. —It.mutt be Single 
that is, there muft. not be feveral Actions, which 
have different Ends: There may be Accidents upon 
Accidents, -and Variety.of Defigns, the ;more the 
Better; but then, every one of them, ‘as well fepa~ 
rate, as together, muft conduce tothe bringing on, 
4nd Illuftration of this eve main Action, which is the 
Example of the Work, and.a Proof of the Moral— 
Neither is. this: Reftriction a Nieety deduc’d from 
rhe a ion ‘of this.or that Critic. It isa Natural 
Jeceffity ; and the Reafon of it is evident; Actions, 
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« fes, and out deightfly, and Surprize- 
© ingly, told,” nt ahtten a ag Bae or © 
y 


‘as Caufes do their Effects, raife ig of Reflec 
 tidts, find dilate: and {pfead"fob'thin, the Attention 







pader : 4 Wok, which only drives on 
to w Part,is made diftinguithably 


“Conducive, confolidates; and fixes the Mind to its 
Events, and operates more vigoroufly'on both Me. 
~mory” ahd” Underftatiding “No “Traveller, “whofs 
Bead lay difecYly. dos. CRETE,wow'd have pafyd 
thro’ the Labyvintb,“ unlefs Curiofity, and not Buf. 
Free Were the peg ha vr, - ~ 
‘s “The Story may be feign’d or real; that is, if n 
Feb) AGtion. ‘which has happen’d in Hiftory, can be 
‘adapted to the Purpore, the, Poet fs at Liberty to ix- 
vent one, to his Liking; for, the Tru#th which is 
here to be taught, contitt not in the Reality of the 
Events, but in the. Natural Veracity,:and . Fufine/s 
of the Moral; the Story being-related for no other 
“End, but to Enforce and Explain it, by Virtue of the 
‘Example. ; Nea , 
The Action muft be illuftrious, and important; ix 
itfelf, and its Perfomaget : That is, it: muft-be fome 
tory involving the good or evil Fate of thighty. 
| Princes, or illuftrious Commanders; becaule there is 
no Man, who will not readily concéive-himfelf {ub= 


ject to thofe Paffions and Misfortunés; which have. 
Power to mafter and overwhelm thefe bigh Relers of 
the World : .as,. on the other fide,“we are naturally’ 
drawn to admire all the Virtues of the GREAT, and’ 


to pride ourfelves in their Imitation.) 

It muft intereft Heaven and Hell in its Succeffes; 
becaufe there is fomething fo terrible, and fo won- 
derful, in well-invented JReprefentations, of this fu. 
pernatural Kind, that they ‘excite a certain. Re- 


verence, and Awefulnefs of Attention ;: and ftrike an . 


Air of. Majefty, and Importance, thro’every Part of 
the Subject : ‘To which may be added, the religious 
Obligation we are wnder, to attribute to Gop all the 


Virtues, we are acted by, and to impute ali our Sims’ 


to. the Inftigations of the Dev1t. : 
It muft be probably, delightfully, and furprizingly, 
told in Verfe ; It'muft be told probably, becauie 


whatever we confider, as Impoffible, we think un-: 


worthy our Attention.—Delightfully, becaufe Variety 


of well-mark’d Charaéters, {urprizing Incidents, flow- . 


ing Numbers, Strength of Imagery, Sublimity of 
Thought, and Ornament of .Expreffon> keep alive 
our Expectation, invigorate our Fancy, and hold us 
attentive to the Defign of the Author.—And it mutt 
be told /urprizingly, becaufe the Mind of the Reader: 
is by nothing fo mich enliven’d, as by Means ofan 
artful and aftonifhing Succeffion of Caufes, and Cox- 
equences, ? ai 
THE Epifodes are found neceffary, becaufe they ate 
the Members of the. A@tion, which wou’d, without 
them, be too fhort, aes too general, for the Dignity 
of this Poem; but-then, thefe Epifodical Members 
muft, ornamentally, depend on, contribute to, and 
arife naturally out of, the main Courfe.of the Adion ; 
“becaufe they cannot otherwife be properly faid to 
conftitute Parts of it; unlefs as a Wen, tho’ not a 
Member, may be faid to bé a Part of the Body, 
which {wells it in Bulk, but fo much to its Di/ad- 
vantage, that nothing lefs than cutting away fach 2 
mif-plac’d, ‘and fupértluous, ew ogt can reftore’ 
That Body to- its Beauty. All the Parts, Events,. 
and Incidents, which are found. in an” Epic. Poem, 
muft wxite, with fuch Connexion, that the ftriking 
out, or difplacing, any One, will make the reft im- 
perfect ; and leave, ot a Gap only, but a Wound, 
in the Performance ; and,- adding any Thing to it, 
contribute more to its Deformity, than it can to its 
Ornament. ) 
Tue jaft Part of the Definition afferts, That. the 
conftant View of the Poet muft be, to firengthen by 
the Authority, and Perfuafion, of Example, That ont 


| Moral Leffon, which He is defirous to imprint on the 


Mind of bis Reader: This needs no Explanation ; 
for, whatever has been faid already, tends folely -to 
demonftrate, ‘that the Ezd of a ic Poem is, 4y 
Relation of fome Great Aion, with, juft and natu- 
ral Imitation of Perfonages, Inclinations, Incidents, 


and their Confequence, to firike out the Influence of | 


fa ase fine Moral Doctrine, on the Reader's Apprehenfiow, 
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Pyihted; for T. CoopPar, at “the Globe in ‘ Pater-nofter Row : Where Letters to the AurHoR ac 
arbRe taken in.. And where tht former Nunibers may be had. 
[ Price Twe-Pewce. | 








